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SANITATION OF TOURIST CAMPS. 
By Epwarp T. Ross, Chief Sanitary Inspector, State Department of Public Health. 


During the past few years there has 
come a remarkable development in the 
business of catering to tourists who 
travel by automobile. It is not so long 
ago that all automobile camps in Cali- 
fornia were operated by cities or 
counties. It was customary to set aside 
a piece of waste land on the outskirts 
of a community, provide primitive sani- 


tary facilities, collect a small fee or per- 
haps none for the privilege of setting up 
a tent on the premises. Some of the 
municipal camps installed more elabor- 
ate equipment, such as shower-baths, 
community kitchens, laundries and read- 
ing rooms. The municipal camp idea 
sprang into existence very quickly and 
within a short space of time a large| 
number were operating. Many of them 
were not conducted in a sanitary man- 
ner and the State Department of Public 
Health established regulations for the 
sanitation of these camps. ‘These regu- 


lations have been enforced with such 


thoroughness as a small staff of inspec- 
tors has permitted. Unfortunately, many 
camps were allowed to become very un- 
Sanitary. Homeless families were per- 
mitted to occupy them as permanent 
Places of residence. ‘Tin-can tourists 
who would not comply with any re- 


|quirements for sanitation, hoboes on 


lan intolerable condition that no self- 


for’ the family" motor car. 


‘and toilet and bath-rooms had to be com- 


wheels, petty thieves, and many other 
undesirable types of humanity, soon 
had these unsupervised camps in such 


respecting individuals would care to 
tarry within their boundaries. The idea 
that free municipal camp grounds would 
attract settlers who would buy property 
and aid to build up the community was 
soon proved to be a sad mistake. 

It was then that the enterprising busi-— 
ness man entered the automobile 
camp business. Most of the commercial 
automobile camps started in a very small 
way. They permitted camping, but for 
the accommodation of individuals who 
wished more pretentious quarters, build- 
ings more or less permanent in character 

were provided. A _ correspondingly 
higher rate was charged for the better 
accommodations. Most of these build- 
ings consisted of a bedroom, shower- 
bath and toilet, and an adjoining shelter 
A few of 
them had small kitchens in which tourists 
might prepare their food. The regu- 
lations of the State Department of Pub- | 
lic Health were amended properly to 
provide for supervision over the new 
type of accommodations. Cooking was 
not permitted in any ot the bedrooms, 
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tion spotlessly clean. 
that the touring public will not spend 
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pletely isolated from kitchen and. bed- 


room. Walls and floors had to be made 


of materials that might be cleaned easily 
and which were of such a character that 
dust would not collect readily upon their 
surfaces. Bedding had to be kept in 
clean condition and for protection against 


rodents the buildings themselves had to 


be at least eighteen inches above the 
surface of the ground. The regulations 
had already provided for the provision 
of portable water supplies, proper facil- 
ities for the disposal of sewage, for the 
removal and destruction of garbage and 
for domestic waste, such as dish water 
and waste from laundry tubs. 


The general public became favorably 
impressed with the new type of com- 
mercial automobile camp that had 
entered the freld. A large number of 
men with capital sufficient for building 
attractive automobile parks entered the 
business. Suitable and attractive pieces 
of land were selected for the location of 
camps and well-designed, attractive build- 
ings were erected. What had been a 


questionable municipal activity now be- 


came a highly developed commercial 
activity. The automobile camp owner 
developed the dignity of a hotel pro- 
prietor and he took as much interest in 
the proper housing of his guests as any 
hotel keeper must do if he expects to 
remain in business. The modern tourist 
camp is now a business concern con- 


ducted by a business man who desires 


the good-will of the public as well as its 
patronage, and who knows that the best 
way to secure both is to keep his institu- 
He has learned 


its money readily in a dirty, unattractive 
camp. He has learned that a well-super- 


vised, clean, comfortable camp draws 


business. He has learned also that the 


provision of high-grade equipment, per- 
manently installed, makes the conduct | P2 
| will continue. 


of a clean camp very much easier. 


From a public health standpoint at the 
present trme the problems associated 
with the sanitation of modern tourist 


camps are no greater than those con- 
nected with the maintenance of sanitary 


‘conditions in hotels and restaurants. In 
most cases it 1s a fact that today most 
tourist camps in California are kept in 


far better sanitary condition than are 
most of the country hotels. 


well-equipped commercial tourist camps. 


The business is growing so fast, how- 
ever, and so many new camps are com- 


ing into existence that it is impossible 


|recovery 1s brought about. 
typhoid fever is continually spread from 


Sanitary in- 
spectors have little or no difficulty in 
supervising the sanitation of modern) 


for the small staff of inspectors to learn 
of the establishment of new camps until 
they are accidentally discovered in the 
course of routine inspection. 


As a matter of fact, the greatest prob- 
lem in the sanitation of automobile 
camp lies in the control of the “hoboes 
on wheels” and the promiscuous roadside 
campers. These individuals constitute a 
menace to the public health and they in- 
jure the business of catering to auto- 
mobile tourists. They pollute our 
streams, carry infectious filth diseases to 
clean communities, destroy picturesque 
camping spots, commit petty crimes, 
destroy growing crops and make them- 
selves wholly undesirable. Without 
funds, they beg, borrow or steal gaso- 
line to drive their decrepit cars from 
place to place. Some of them belong to 
the class of casual laborers, but many 
of them apparently do no work. Some- 
times they band together in filthy 
camps. Smallpox, typhoid fever, diph- 
theria, scarlet fever, and other com- 
municable diseases are often found 
among them. Welfare organizations have 
adopted the policy in many places of 
giving them a few gallons of gasoline, 
together with instructions to move at 
least two counties distant without delay. 
In one California community five hun- 
dred cases of trachoma developed among 
school children. The source of these 
cases was in a group of tourists of this 
class who had immigrated from another 
state in a district in which trachoma is 
widely prevalent. This disease, which is 
an infection of the eyes, is very trouble- 
some. It may cause blindness, and in 
any case it takes many months of long 
continued. and painful treatment before 
We find 


community to community by this type of 
tourist. As long as these people are 
passed from town to town this problem 
yntir There is need for the 
establishment of uniform methods of 
control over these people. It must be 
understood that this discussion refers in 
no way to casual. laborers who move 


from community to community as the 


various crops mature. This laborer is 


nearly always provided with a suitable 


camping place where proper . facilities 
for sanitation are provided. He is in 


no way to be compared with the pro- 


miscuous camper already referred to. 
No section of the state which possesses 
attractive facilities for tourists, magnif- 
icent scenery, grounds set aside for 
recreational purposes, and which spends 
large sums of money advertising its 
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beauties for the purpose of attracting 


tourists, can afford to permit unsani- 
tary camping grounds anywhere within 
its borders. Owners of well-equipped and 
supervised tourist camps welcome this 
supervision. For the proper safeguard- 
ing Of the health of patrons of these 
well-equipped camps, as well as for the 
protection of the permanent residents of 
our vacation lands, all camping places 
must be kept in absolutely clean con- 
dition. The health of all the people of 
the state demands it. 


Sanitation for the 
Safety of Tourists. 


The Division of Sanitary Inspection 
of the State Department of Public 
Health reports that there are at least 
1400 known automobile camps in Cali- 
fornia. ‘These are evenly distributed 


over the state and are patronized by 


a great 
many of whom are residents of other | 


large numbers of tourists, 


states. Automobile camps are coming 


into existence faster than their pres- 


ence can be determined. There is no 
machinery for learning of the building 
of a new camp, and recently con- 
structed institutions of this sort are 
discovered only in the course of 
routine inspections. Within a few 
years accommodations for tourists and 
automobiles have developed from the 
mere setting aside of an area of waste 
land upon which camping privileges 
were permitted to the provision of 
modern well constructed buildings 
maintained as efficiently as most hotels 
or inns, The regulations for the sani- 
tation of these places make only mini- 
mum requirements. These regulations 


are intended to insure the provision of | 


safe water supplies, adequate facilities 


for the disposal of sewage and other 


_ wastes, and the maintenance of build- 


ings which can easily be kept in a 
clean condition. | 


The Bureau of Sanitary Engineering 
has for many years carried on a certifi- 


cation of waters used on railroads. At’ 


the present time an unfavorable source 
of water supply is seldom found. Cer- 


tiicates are reissued now only in 
cases where inspections are sufficiently 


recent that analysis and a small 
amount of clerical work is sufficient 
for issuing the certificate, eliminating 
the necessity of field inspection. ‘The 
wholesome influence of the certification 
of railroad waters can not be over- 
estimated in its value in providing safe 


water supplies for the traveling public 
on railways. 


as follows: 
Costa County 2, _ ‘Migles County 1, Bur- 
bank 1, Compton 1 


California has a tremendous asset in 
its natural facilities for the entertain- 
ment of tourists, whether they enter 
the state by automobile or by train. 


The provision of sanitary facilities to 


safeguard the health of all tourists 
constitutes an important part of the 


program of the State Department of 


Public Health, and the fact that cases 
of water-borne typhoid fever seldom 
occur now in California indicates the 
thoroughness with which this work is 


carried on. 


| Coordination Of 


Health Work Sought. 


Coordination of effort, as well as 
closer cooperation between nurses and 


health workers of the various school dis-_ 
tricts and the county health department, 


is the purpose of a series of conferences 


carried on between Dr. K. H. Suther-| 


land, Orange County Health Officer, and 


R. P. Mitchell, County Superintendent of | 


Schools. Dr. Sutherland calls attention 
to the fact that school nurses in the 
county are employed by trustees of 


various districts and directed by them in 
combined programs of attendance work | 


and health supervision in some districts 


and for health supervision alone i in other 


districts. 


This work, the health officer points 


out, is done more or less independently 
of ‘the organized’ work of the county 
health department, resulting at times in 
duplication of effort and waste of time. 
Because of this fact, Dr. Sutherland sug- 
gests a closer cooperation of all agencies 
engaged in health work. Ana 


Times. 


MORBIDITY.* 


| Diphtheria. 


69 cases of diphtheria have been reported, 
as follows: Oakland 3, Martinez 1, -Imperial 
1, Kern County 3, Los ‘Angeles. County 5, Bur- 


bank 1, Inglewood 1, Long Beach. 1, Los Angeles 


20, Santa Monica : Whittier 7; Sausalito 1, 
Merced County 2, Orange .1, Riverside 5, 
Sacramento 1, Colton Redlands . 1, ~ San 
Diego County 1, San Diego 3, San Deensiaty 
2, San Joaquin County i. San Mateo County 
1, Santa Clara’ County 1, Mountain View 1, 
Santa Cruz ays Shasta ‘County 1, ‘Sonoma 
County 1. 


Measles. 


33. cases of measles have teen 
Berkeley | Oakland 2, Contra 


, Los ‘Angeles 5, Pasadena 
Santa Monica Salinas 1, Napa 1, 
San: Diego 1, Stockton: 1, Santa Barbara 
County 13, San Jose 1. ni te 


*From reports received on October Ist and 
2d, for week ending September 29th. 
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Scarlet Fever, 


84 cases of scarlet fever have been re 
ported, as follows: Alameda 7, Berkeley 4, 
Oakland 4, Humboldt ee 2, Kern County | 4 
Los Angeles County Culver City 1, 
Inglewood 1, Long voit) Los Angeles 9, 
Montebello ¥ Pasadena -1, Merced County 3, 
Alturas 2, Salinas 3, Sacramento 7, Colton 1, 
City 1; San San Francisco 


San J in San Luis Obispo 
County urlingame 3, "Mountain View 1, 
San Jose 1, Red Bluff 1, Porterville 1, Yolo 
County 1, Marysville By 
Smallpox. 


26 cases of smallpox have been reported, as 
follows: 


Humboldt County 1 King City 2 
Typhoid Fever. 


22 cases of typhoid fever have been re- 
ported, as follows: Berkeley 2, Martinez 1, 
Fresno County 2, Kern County 1, Los Angeles 
3, Madera County 1, Orange County 1, River- 
side County 1, Stockton. 1, San Mateo County 
1, Stanislaus County 3, Porterville 2; Wei 
fornia 3. 


Whooping Cough. 


138 cases of whooping cough have been 
reported, as follows: Berkeley 2, Oakland 10, 
Kern County Angeles’ County 19, 
Compton 2, El Monte 1, Los Angeles 52. 
Pasadena 7, Redondo 1, Santa Monica 1, 
Whittier 1, "Monterey County 5a} Salinas 5, 


Alameda 1, Berkeley 11, 11, 


Orange County 4, Fullerton 3, Orange | 
Santa Ana 2, Placentia 1, Sacramento 1, 


San Diego 2, San Francisco 
san Jose 


Meningitis (Epidemic). 


6 cases of epidemic meningitis have been 
reported, as follows: Los Angeles 2, Merced 
County 1, Ontario 1, San Francisco 2. 


Poliomyelitis. 


6 cases of poliomyelitis have bbe reported, 
as follows: Los Angeles 1, Huntington Beach 


1, Colton 1, San Luis ‘Obispo — 2 
Burlingame 1. 


Encephalitis (Epidemic). 


San Joaquin County reported one case of 
epidemic encephalitis. 


Jaundice (Epidemic). 

San Mateo reported two cases of epidemic 
jaundice. 

Food Poisoning. | 

Huntington Park reported three cases of 
food poisoning. 

Undulant Fever. 

2 cases of undulant fever neve been re- 
ported, as follows: Los Angeles 1, Ontario 1. 
Tularemia. 

San Diego reported three cases of tularemia. 


COMMUNICABLE DISEASE REPORTS 


1928 | 1927 
| 1. . Reports Reports 
Week ending Week ending 
Disease ending ending 
: Sept. 29 Oct. 1 
received received 
Sept. 8 | Sept.15| Sept. 22] by |/Sept. Sept.17 | Sept. 24 y 
Oct. 2 Oct. 4 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 
53 28 78 28 84 36 
Diphtheria__.......-.-.- 50 40 68 69 92 91 | 66 
Dysentery (Bacillary) - -- 2 3 0 1 1 
Encephalitis (Epidemic) - 1 3 2 1 1 3 2 
ood Poisoning ......-- 0 16 2 3 0; 0 9 
German Measles.......- 7 7 13 15 8 | 15 15 
Gonococcus Infection. . 119 122 110 136 102 82 93 
re ne 30 9 22 21 5 10 
Jaundice (Epidemic) 0 0 0 0; 3 
0 0 0 0 0 1 
4 1 3 4 
a 15 20. 14 33 (24 40 4 
Meningitis (Epidemic) -- 2 1 1 6 | 
ee 60 64 93 96 34 53 65 
Paratyphoid fever--..-.-- 2 0 0 1 1» 1 0 
Pneumonia (Lobar) ----- 47 37 36 39 18 55 |} 32 
Poliomyelitis.........- “ 7 6 6 6 69 76 | 51 
Rabies (Animal). 9 11 14 5 
Rocky Mt. Spotted Fever 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Scarlet Fever........... 42 63 87. 84 50 85 8 
Smallpox. 18 26 6 6 
159 111 151 105 159 162 158 
3 4 2 2 2 1 
Trachoma. 2 2] 5 0 1 2 
0 0 0. 0 0 
‘Tuberculosis. ........-- 230 175 175 220 128 | 169 | 212 
aremia.._....-- 6 0 2 3 0 
Typhoid 23 21 21 22 14 
Typhus Fever.......-.-- 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Undulant 0 0 2 2 0 
Whooping Cough-.---..-- 95 176 208 138 83 161 
986 939 | 1139 1117 | 838 | 1128] 1009 
62311 10-28 4800 CALIFORNIA STATE PRINTING OFFICE 
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